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Potton Town Council

- 7

1 LYUNRRdAzOUOAZY
1.1 Background

In December 2015 Potton Town Council (PTC) applied for the BaRsiton to be designated
as a Neighbourhood Plan Area. Off' 2anuary Potton Parish was designated a Neighbourhood
Plan Area by Central Bedfordshire Council:
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Four Potton Town Councillors were selected to take the process forward:
Cllr J Hobbs (Chaif}JIr J Lean (Vice Chair), Clir R Whitfield and Clir G Emery

The first task was to promote and raise awareness within the Parish of what a Neighbourhood
Plan is and subsequently recruit a steering group to take the process forward. An information
leaflet was produced, inviting residents to attend a series of workshops where they could share
their vision of how Potton should develop over the next 15 years.

Potton NP - Annex C Consultation

Date: 16/03/2018  Version: 1.0 Status: Draft for consultation Page 3 of 39



Date: 16/03/2018

Potton Town Council

A5 leaflet¢ 1000 copies were printed anc
distributed by steering group members &

community events

POTTON NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

Planning for the Future - How would you like to see Potton in 20357

What is the Neighbourhood Plan?

Potton has successfully been designated as an area that can produce a Neighbourhood

Plan which will outline a vision for Potton over the next |5 years and the ams and
objectives to achieve this.

I" ‘.:.:‘;f.‘ 1:.L B

The Neighbourhood Plan will be devised by the community for the community, so you
can have your say in how youd like Potton to develop. Linked to Central Bedfordshire
Council's Local Plan, our Neighbourhood Plan will be seen as a statutory document to
be consulted whenever planning applications are made.

PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE

Potton will be developed in the future with additional housing and industry. BUT we can
influence where this would be located and the type of development that will take place,
Also future development will fund improvements that are identified in the Plan and thus
make Potton an even better place to live,

3 Housing development, Business davelopi Better social infrastructure — health and
education, Town parking, protecting our green infrastructure for people and wildlife.

8

Potton
Neighbourhood Plan

I b M Planning for the Future

How would you like to
see Potton in 20357

What is the Neighbourhood Plan?
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POTTON NE PLAN
What next?

We will be holding a senes of drop in workshops where you can share your vision of
how Potton should develop over the next |5 - 20 years, starting on

Monday 4th July between 12:00pm and 3:00pm in the Community Centre
Repeated on:

Monday 4th July between 7:00pm and 9:00pm in the Community Centre

We will also be at various community events to answer your questions and record your
views and comments on development opportuntties in Potton, including:

* Potton May Day Fete at the Hollow  * Party on Potton

* The June Seasonal Markat * Potton Show

You can keep informed of our progress on developing the Neighbourhood Plan via the
Potton Town Council website: www.pottontowncouncil.co.ul

W ‘
CAN YOU HELP?

In order to take this project further, Potton Town Council are looking for volunteers
from the Potton community to join the steering group and thus to help make the
Nerghbourhood Plan a reality. If you are interested, please contact jonathan Whitshurst
on 01767 260086 or emal to pottoncouncil@btinternet.com
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Extract from the Potton Town Council Newsletter (Summer 2016)
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1.1

1.2

Potton Town Council

Initial community # Potton
engagement

£% Neighbourhood Plan

Steering group memberg
attended a number of
community events: -
Planning for

1 May Day Fete (Ma the Future
2016)

1 SeasonaMarket June
2016)

1 Party on Potton
Community Day ¢
August 2016

1 Potton Show
(September 2016)

Methods of communication

We also used the following outlets to promote the Neighbourhood Plan and the July
workshops:

Social media (FacebogkWe Love Potton)

The local newspaper (BigglesseaChronicle)

PTC Website

' RI'Y %SNYyeQa bSégatSGGSNI 02dzNJ / ./ | 2dzy OAf
Posters throughout the town

= =4 -4 -4 -4

From these activities we were able to increase the steering group membership to twelve.

As a result of these community engagement activities we were able to create and establish a
bespoke Potton Neighbourhood Plan websiteww.pottonneighbourhoodplan.co.uk This

has proved to be andx¢remely useful method of disseminating information and managing
online questionnaires.
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Potton Town Council
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2.1 Prevision questionnaire

Having established a steering group consisting of Potton residents as well as PTC
representatives, we set about compijithe Vision for the next 15 years. Following advice from
our supporters at CBC and BRCC we decided to conduct\Adrva survey using an online
guestionnaire.

Using the information collected from our initial community engagement, we used Survey
Monkey D create an online Pr¥ision Questionnaire.

POTTON NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN O e e e e e
PRE-VISION QUESTIONNAIRE 0

w2 LEl
" Don'tLivein | Lessthan | 510 1045 | More than
How long have you lived in -
a1 Pattan 5 years vears vesars 15 years
Pattan?
q7 | Locking at the subject of employment in Pottan aver the next 20 years, do you think that
there will be a need for mere employment in the tawn?
[oz] Male [ | Female [ | Strongly Agree Agree Disagree Strongly Disagree Don't Know
Privately N Buying on a
Owned outright
as Your Current Rented
e -
Hausing Situation? Housing social Housing other Q8| 1 there is new what type do you think would most suit Potton?
Assodiation Ves | Mo [ Possibly | Don't know
Small employment buildings (less than 10 peaple]
How do you rate Potton in the following categaries? — .
4 ? 0 ]
Q! Please tick,  1=Poar  2=Cuite Good  3=Good  d=Cacellent Large employment buildings (more than 10 peogl)
1 z 3 4
Parks and Green Spaces
Q8 | How do you feel about the Infrastructure of Potton?
Facllities {shaps, dactars etc] Potton needs mare | We have encugh now | We da not need
Peace & quiet af this withaut any but will need mare if any mare of this
- new hausing Few howsing is built even with new
Transport Connections — train N
housing
Transportation — buses Lacal shops
Range of Housing available Local Schagls
Good Schoaks and Catchment Leieure Fatilities
Clean and Tidy Parks/Play Areas
Sense of Community Health Facilities {GP Surgeries)

‘Gas/Clectricity, Water Supply

Breadband

‘When new homes have to be built, which type do you think would be most suitable?
Plagse tick all categories Cammunity Facilities

Strongly Agree Disagree Stronghy Not suref Road Caparity

agries disagree | dan't knaw

Affardable homes Parking

Housing association hames Bug Capacity

Social housing +

Retirement/sheltered homes

How do you feel about the following issues concerning Green Infrastructure in Potton?

Bungalmws Q10 | Please rate in Impartance.

Smaller hauses {1/2 bed} 1=Nost at all important2=5 chat Important 3=Very 4=[ssential

Larger howses ( 3+ beds) 1 2 3 4
Flats

Haow important is it to retain/maintain Green Spaces?

Haw important is it that new housing areas should provide and

suppart foatpaths/bridleways/oycle tracks?
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Potton Town Council

This PreVision survey was promoted via the PTC Newsletter (extract below), social media and
posters throughout the town, giving links to the Survey Monkey site.

Potton Town Councd - Autumn News 206 11

Potton Neighbourhood Plan

Have your say on Potton’s future!

At 2 - Tpm ko Spm at the
Party on Potton Community altornoon
wid

B Whnat nture L 17" - Scazonal Market n
over the next ¥ years should thes Marked Square
ook |

B What businass dovolopenont s You ko compiole 3 queshonrane on ine
roquired / sought www.surveymonkay couk/r/6SFOLTR

B How we can sngrove our socsl W have now recened dotaits of all

mirastructure apphcations made for buildng now

B How we should protect and entance  houses under the Contral Bedfoedsture:
our groen nirastnecture for peopke Cail for Siles. See the map bekow. You wik
and wildige. need Lo refer 1o thes mop to answer one

¥ you aro interestod in g haw it wil of the queshions on the quaeshionnarn:
evolve and heving your say on the It shouid be wed that this map
represents all stes suberstted and it s
estinated that ony 4-6% of i stes wil
be Laken up

Nesghbourhood Plan Comeriee of
the Town Counc will be rmannmng the
FOROWING cwnls.

Map showing the submitted sites In and around Potton

Furthor dotas can ba oblamod from
Jonathan Whitchurst on 260086 or by
cernd o poltoncouncil@olnles e com

W nood your inpust as Lo what aro the
best stes to have developed over the
next B 10 20 years

W aro awero that thero am not enough
smalker howsos for starter homeos of for
our oldar goneration who noed to
cownsize Bul do we have cnough
aciMies for s expansion? Are theee At this workshop you will be sble to
enough schools, doctors and busos otc? give your views on the vision for
Do we noed moee socal faciliies such as Potton that will ba tha heart of the
the Hall for All and new Tenns Courts? Do ghbourhood Plan.

we need rmore Jobs or more parking ete?

We will also be hokding our next drop-in
Workshop in the Community Centre on
Saturday October 1° from 10am - 4pem.

... Dates for the Diary

17' Cu-au lhuy(&smw

10am - 12 noon

Octobor

Town Councli Hall Hire - Avallabilty

Halts (Comrerundty Centre and Mill Lane Pavion) can be hieed by pesate mdivicas,
COMMUNItY Groups and commercsd hirors. Tharo are a numiber of vacant Sessins
durng the day bime, evening and 3 woekonds at the Cormmuntty Contro and Ml
Lane Pavilion.

Paper copies of the questionnaire wels@made available an any community events attended

by the steering group.

We received 371 responses to the survey which provided a solid foundation for us to draft our

Neighbourhood Plan Vision.

The survey findings are in Appendix A of this report.
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Potton Town Council

2.2 Vision and Objectives

Using the results of the Pi¢ision Questionnaire the steering group drafted the NP Vision and
objectives for public consultation.

This draft vision statement together with emerging issues identified in thevigien survey
and priorconsultations were tested at following community events. Residents were invited to

say whether or not they agreed with our interpretation of the vision and concerns. Below is an
example of feedback that we received.

Potton Neighbourhood Plan update

Emerging lssues

In consutation with the Community the T
established vision for Potton is as follows:

tations and questionnaire has

ified a number of emerging

L that the Neighbourhood Plan neods
Potton remains a small Georglan to take forward
Markot Town with a vibrant market
square that has a variety of shops and Uncontrolled Housing growth in
services that meet the noads of tho Potton

Town and its residents.

There has been Medium Scale.
managed, proportionate and uniform
growth over the period of the Plan
with sustainable development that
moots the needs of the Town and its
residents and Is in conformity with the
CBC Local Plan

Small and madium sized businesses
have boen developed in the the Potton
Parish and have promoted local
employment

The community infrastructure mests
the needs of the Town and has the
capacity to support future growth
Leisure facilities meet the needs of the
whole Town.

Potton has a high quality natural
environment that protects wildiife.

A Greon Wheel has boen developed
within the parish

Footpaths and cycle-ways link major
areas of the Town which encourages
pedestrians and cyclists and has
associated Environmental and

Parking benefits.

Development must meet the housing
neads of the residents of Potton. The
questionnaire has indicated that there
is & need for more housing, particularly
1and 2 badroom properties and
rotiroment / sheltered homes.

Concern that community infrastructure
will not support future growth.
Unacceptable waiting times for
madical consultation.

The provision of public transport ks
unsatistactory

Thera s 3 need for more employment
opportunities in Potton, particularly
small businessos employing less than
10 people.

There s a need for more community
facilitios.

Parking is a problem and will got worse
with new developments in Potton
Road capacity needs improvement
Broadband cannot cope with current
demand

It is essential to retain, enhance and
protect our green infrastructure.

Managed parking throughout the Town.

We will hold
soek solutions
to address the
website
www pottonneighbourhoodplan co uk
where we will keop you up to date on
our progress in developing th v
Neighbourhood Plan. We wil e our
Facebook page, POtonNP” an
the 'We Love Potton’ page to update you

The achievorment of this Vision will

onsure that Potton remains a thriving and
prosperous community that dolivers a high
qQuality of life for all residents.

Following this public consultation, weere in the position to finalise the Neighbourhood Plan
Vision and Objectives, following discussion with our supporters at CBC and BRCC.

Potton Neighbourhood Plan

Vision

Porton will remain o small Geergian Morket Town with 8 vibrant market
square that has & variety of shops and services that meet the needs of the
Town and s residients. There wil be Medium Scale, managed,
Eroporticnats and unifem growth Over the pericd of the Plan offering
sultable and affordable housing and encouraging local businesses.
‘SUSTENABIE BeEOAMENT will MESL The NES8s of the Town 3nd ItS Fesidents
and will be In conformity with the CBC Local Plan whils: st retaining
Porton's heritage and green enviroamer:

Objectives

+ Tomanage and control future grawth in sccordance with the Vision
* Tomavea i
which addresses current and future population requirements and is in

canformity with the CBC Local Flan

= Toencourage the development af small and medium sized businesses in
Potton to promote kocal employment

= Toensure thet the Community Infrestructure meets the needs of the
Town and has the capadity to support huture growth

# Leisure faciiies will meet the needs of the wnole Town

= Tomaintain and improve Potion's Green Infrastructure, apen spaces
and ts ecological enviroament 1o prorect wildide:

= To deveion 8 ‘Green Wheel network of walks, fostpatns and cycle-veays
in Pottan

+ Toensure that future developments will ink in with existing and future
Tootpeths snd cycle-vweys to Encoursge pedestiians snd cycists with
associsted ENVIrDmENtal and Pariong benerts

= Tomanage parking throughous the town
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Potton Town Council

2.3 Green Infrastructure Plan 2018

As part of the Neighbourhood Plan process we were advii Have YOUR say in how we should protect
to review and revise the ctent Gl Plan (2010). It wai and develop Potton's green infrastructure
decided that a new GI Plan should be written and BRCC v
commissioned to do this. Consultation with Potton resider
was via two workshops were arranged to determine th¢
FALIANFGA2ya NBEIFGAYy3 (hese
workshops were promoted on the NP website, social me
and by posters in the Market Square.

AYT

Then come to our workshop at
Two successful workshops were held. The Pavillion, Mill Lane

on 26th April
at 7.30pm

Following these workshops, BRCC have written the Potton Green Infrastructure Plan 2018 and
this will form thebasis of the Environmental section of the Neighbourhood Plan.

Resulting from these workshops, 30 aspirational green infrastructure enhancements were
identified and form the main emphasis of the Gl Planthe second workshogroups were

also asked to identify and rank their most importdatal green space® [ D {n&ha parish

and these were assessed by BRCC to select those spaces that meet the criteria to be designatec
as a Local Green Space.
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Potton Town Council

The following eight sites wergeen to meet the criteria required to be designaalLGS and thus are
included within the Neighbourhood Plan.

T

= =4 =4 =4 -4 -4

T

Henry Smith Playing Fields

Pegnut Wood

Potton Quarry(deferred to a later date)
Deepdale Quarry

Land east of Henry Smith Playing Fields

Wi [2fNO | | f Q (deNdE8ty alathr dafe)
Land east of Sutton Mill Road

Disused Quarry (east of Potton Quarry)

The landowners were contacted to inform them that their land had been identified by residents of the
Parish of Potton as amportant localgreen spacend that following assessment by BRCC had been
recommended for designation as a Local Green Space within the GI Plan 2018.
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2.4

2.5

Potton Town Council

Town Centre Benchmarking Survey

Having completed the Scoping Report fi Potton Town Counci - Autumn News 2017
Potton it was decided to participate in
national Town Centre Benchmarking Survi  Findings from the Town (¥
to make evidencdased comparisons Benchmarking Report
between Potton and towns of similar siz

The Benchmarkingreport is in Appendix B o
This confirms the concerns raised in the P ey company are as follows

43% u!} town centro u‘.w‘;.\-;';lj:w:lﬂ —
Vision Survey about inadequate parkir e ieeami o
provision in and around the Market Squar it TR

at least once a week, 54% travelled into

together with issues of heavy traffic throug e town conire onreo

67% of town centre users stayed in

The footfall figures in Potton are lower
gio

the town. However, there were many oo than o Natlonalax

91% of town centre users would
recommeand a visit to Potton,

positive factors to prtect and enhance No vacant grounctfloorunts i the

4 A = 2 A A | deflned tokn cantrewes. The Naticnl (5 JeNtative comments centre .

2dz0f AYSR AY UKS NBLJE . NE | &

A o ~ 4 2 v Cleanliness (63%) weare classed as

/ 2 Y Y S y- ua Q K l . g S I f a ':‘:"“V""V“’W"“‘:y"(’;ﬂ;'i;;m HGV Tralfic' and introduce ‘Pedestrian
consideration when finalising our Pla

ation (60%) were Crossings’ in the town centre,
objectives and policies.

A key theme to emerge from qualitative
comments was the need to ‘Reduce/ Ban -

positive by businesses

NP Questionnaire

Having completed the comprehensive community engagement outlined, the Nmighdod
Plan Survey Questionnaire was formulated, in liaison with both BRCC and CBC to ensure that
the questions were statistically sound and without bias.

Having constructed the questionnaire, it was decided to instruct BRCC to produce the
guestionnaire m both electronic and paper format and to input the survey data and analyse
the results.

The following process was followed:

1. A paper copy of the NP Questionnaire was delivered to every dwelling in the Potton NP
Designated Area, together with a SAEr&urn of the completed questionnaire.

2. Additional copies of the paper questionnaire, together with optional collection boxes, were
YIRS I @LAftFI0fS Ay GKS fAONINRBI t2ad hFFAO

3. An online version of the questionnaire wasde available via a link on the NP website.

Having distributed the questionnaires, the following promotioaelivitiestook place:

U A banner was hung on the library in the Market Square (see below)
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Potton Town Council

U Two AFrame posters were permanently displayed in Market Square (see below)

U Posters were displayed in strategic locations throughout the town.
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