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1 LƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ 

1.1 Background 

In December 2015 Potton Town Council (PTC) applied for the Parish of Potton to be designated 
as a Neighbourhood Plan Area. On 26th January Potton Parish was designated a Neighbourhood 
Plan Area by Central Bedfordshire Council: 

 

Four Potton Town Councillors were selected to take the process forward: 

Cllr J Hobbs (Chair), Cllr J Lean (Vice Chair), Cllr R Whitfield and Cllr G Emery 

The first task was to promote and raise awareness within the Parish of what a Neighbourhood 
Plan is and subsequently recruit a steering group to take the process forward. An information 
leaflet was produced, inviting residents to attend a series of workshops where they could share 
their vision of how Potton should develop over the next 15 years. 
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A5 leaflet ς 1000 copies were printed and 
distributed by steering group members at 
community events 

 

  

Extract from the Potton Town Council Newsletter (Summer 2016) 
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1.1 Initial community 
engagement 

Steering group members 
attended a number of 
community events: 

¶ May Day Fete (May 
2016) 

¶ Seasonal Market (June 
2016) 

¶ Party on Potton 
Community Day ς 
August 2016 

¶ Potton Show 
(September 2016) 

          

1.2 Methods of communication 

We also used the following outlets to promote the Neighbourhood Plan and the July 
workshops: 

¶ Social media (Facebook ς We Love Potton) 

¶ The local newspaper (Biggleswade Chronicle) 

¶ PTC Website 

¶ !ŘŀƳ ½ŜǊƴȅΩǎ bŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ όƻǳǊ /./ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭƭƻǊύ 

¶ Posters throughout the town 

From these activities we were able to increase the steering group membership to twelve. 

As a result of these community engagement activities we were able to create and establish a 
bespoke Potton Neighbourhood Plan website:  www.pottonneighbourhoodplan.co.uk . This 
has proved to be and extremely useful method of disseminating information and managing 
online questionnaires. 

http://www.pottonneighbourhoodplan.co.uk/
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2 /ƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜǎ 

2.1 Pre-vision questionnaire 

Having established a steering group consisting of Potton residents as well as PTC 
representatives, we set about compiling the Vision for the next 15 years. Following advice from 
our supporters at CBC and BRCC we decided to conduct a Pre-Vision survey using an online 
questionnaire. 

Using the information collected from our initial community engagement, we used Survey 
Monkey to create an online Pre-Vision Questionnaire.  
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This Pre-Vision survey was promoted via the PTC Newsletter (extract below), social media and 
posters throughout the town, giving links to the Survey Monkey site.  

 

 

Paper copies of the questionnaire were also made available an any community events attended 
by the steering group. 

We received 371 responses to the survey which provided a solid foundation for us to draft our 
Neighbourhood Plan Vision.  

The survey findings are in Appendix A of this report. 
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2.2 Vision and Objectives 

Using the results of the Pre-Vision Questionnaire the steering group drafted the NP Vision and 
objectives for public consultation. 

This draft vision statement together with emerging issues identified in the pre-vision survey 
and prior consultations were tested at following community events. Residents were invited to 
say whether or not they agreed with our interpretation of the vision and concerns. Below is an 
example of feedback that we received. 

Following this public consultation, we were in the position to finalise the Neighbourhood Plan 
Vision and Objectives, following discussion with our supporters at CBC and BRCC. 
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2.3 Green Infrastructure Plan 2018 

As part of the Neighbourhood Plan process we were advised 
to review and revise the current GI Plan (2010). It was 
decided that a new GI Plan should be written and BRCC were 
commissioned to do this. Consultation with Potton residents 
was via two workshops were arranged to determine their 
ŀǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ tƻǘǘƻƴΩǎ ƎǊŜŜƴ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ. These 
workshops were promoted on the NP website, social media 
and by posters in the Market Square. 

 

Two successful workshops were held. 

     

Following these workshops, BRCC have written the Potton Green Infrastructure Plan 2018 and 
this will form the basis of the Environmental section of the Neighbourhood Plan. 

Resulting from these workshops, 30 aspirational green infrastructure enhancements were 
identified and form the main emphasis of the GI Plan. At the second workshop groups were 
also asked to identify and rank their most important local green spaces ό[D{Ωǎύ in the parish 
and these were assessed by BRCC to select those spaces that meet the criteria to be designated 
as a Local Green Space. 
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The following eight sites were seen to meet the criteria required to be designated an LGS and thus are 
included within the Neighbourhood Plan. 

¶ Henry Smith Playing Fields 

¶ Pegnut Wood 

¶ Potton Quarry (deferred to a later date) 

¶ Deepdale Quarry 

¶ Land east of Henry Smith Playing Fields 

¶  ΨIŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ !ƭƭΩ ƎǊŜŜƴǎǇŀŎŜ (deferred to a later date) 

¶ Land east of Sutton Mill Road 

¶ Disused Quarry (east of Potton Quarry) 

The landowners were contacted to inform them that their land had been identified by residents of the 
Parish of Potton as an important local green space and that following assessment by BRCC had been 
recommended for designation as a Local Green Space within the GI Plan 2018. 
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2.4 Town Centre Benchmarking Survey 

Having completed the Scoping Report for 
Potton it was decided to participate in a 
national Town Centre Benchmarking Survey 
to make evidence-based comparisons 
between Potton and towns of similar size 
within the UK. It was felt that this would 
enable us to make sound and rational policies 
regarding employment and business. 

 

The Benchmarking Report is in Appendix B.  
This confirms the concerns raised in the Pre-
Vision Survey about inadequate parking 
provision in and around the Market Square 
together with issues of heavy traffic through 
the town. However, there were many 
positive factors to protect and enhance 
ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΦ ¢ƘŜ Ψ¢ƻǿƴ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ¦ǎŜǊ 
/ƻƳƳŜƴǘǎΩ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜŜƴ ǘŀƪŜƴ ƛƴǘƻ 
consideration when finalising our Plan 
objectives and policies. 

2.5 NP Questionnaire 

Having completed the comprehensive community engagement outlined, the Neighbourhood 
Plan Survey Questionnaire was formulated, in liaison with both BRCC and CBC to ensure that 
the questions were statistically sound and without bias. 

Having constructed the questionnaire, it was decided to instruct BRCC to produce the 
questionnaire in both electronic and paper format and to input the survey data and analyse 
the results.  

The following process was followed: 

1. A paper copy of the NP Questionnaire was delivered to every dwelling in the Potton NP 
Designated Area, together with a SAE for return of the completed questionnaire. 

2. Additional copies of the paper questionnaire, together with optional collection boxes, were 
ƳŀŘŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΣ tƻǎǘ hŦŦƛŎŜΣ t¢/ hŦŦƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ /ŀƳŜǊƻƴΩǎ bŜǿǎŀƎŜƴǘǎΦ 

3. An online version of the questionnaire was made available via a link on the NP website. 

Having distributed the questionnaires, the following promotional activities took place: 

ü A banner was hung on the library in the Market Square (see below) 
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ü Two A-Frame posters were permanently displayed in the Market Square (see below) 

              
 
ü Posters were displayed in strategic locations throughout the town. 


